@ Zero Project

For a world with zero barriers

Zero Project Conference 2026 highlights innovations for
Accessibility, ICT, and Crisis Response

The Zero Project Conference 2026 brings together experts from every corner of the world
to share and implement innovative solutions for disability inclusion.

Vienna, Austria, February 12, 2026: From February 18-20, the annual Zero Project Conference
will focus on sharing innovative solutions relating to Accessibility, Information and
Communication Technology (ICT), and Crisis Response. The conference serves as a unique
global platform for collaboration, knowledge exchange, and mutual learning, bringing together
more than 1,000 participants — policymakers, business leaders, academics, practitioners,
and other experts — from around the world at the United Nations Office at Vienna.

Innovation, impact, and scalability

The innovations that are presented at the conference have been selected in an extensive,
multi-step process that involved peer-review by more than 400 experts from across all
sectors of society.

Through a collective effort with a global expert network, the Zero Project received 586
nominations from 93 countries. Ultimately, 75 innovations from 51 countries have been
selected for a Zero Project Award 2026, based on their innovation, impact, and scalability. In
addition, seven inclusive arts initiatives have been selected for an inaugural cohort of Zero
Project Arts Awardees.

Innovations range from user-led and local cooperatives to a strong presence of multinational
companies. Al-driven approaches have also gained momentum and are now embedded in
several solutions. Crisis Response is a new focus, featuring frameworks and technology-
based innovations in emergency preparedness, among other solutions.

Global and cross-sectoral collaboration

The Zero Project Conference 2026 builds on this research process. The conference agenda
centers on innovative solutions that remove barriers for persons with disabilities and can be
replicated. It is complemented by contributions from experts from all sectors of society. In
total, the agenda features more than 300 speakers from 50 countries in 100 sessions across
three conference days.

"The annual Zero Project Conference is a unique space for global disability innovation,
bringing together over 1,000 participants from all sectors. This year, we spotlight innovators
selected through a rigorous process, focusing on Accessibility, ICT, and Crisis Response. The
innovations address the foundations of inclusion, cutting-edge technology, and the realities of
a world in crisis —where persons with disabilities are among the most at risk. What makes this
conference truly special is the strong spirit of collaboration, demonstrating that working
together is the most effective way to scale solutions that already exist and ensure they reach
more people.", says Michael Fembek, CEO of the Zero Project.
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The Award Ceremony will recognize Zero Project Awardees and highlight the collective effort
of this global network to advance the implementation of the United Nations Convention on
the Right of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).

Martin Essl, Founder and Chairman of the Board of the Essl Foundation said: “Innovation and
collaboration are key for disability inclusion. The year 2026 will mark the twentieth
anniversary of the adoption of the CRPD, and while significant progress has been made, there
is still a lot to be done. The Zero Project Network grows stronger every year and, across all
research cycles, has identified 1,035 Awardees, continuously proving that collaboration is the
most effective way to remove barriers. The Zero Project Network and its Awardees
demonstrate that solutions exist around the world, and that there is a shared responsibility,
effort, and benefit for society in ensuring that every person can fully participate.”

Live and accessible broadcast for all

The Opening and Award Ceremonies, as well as partner-led sessions by the AccessibleEU
initiative, and the Fireside Chats will be broadcast live and free of charge with English
captioning and International Sign interpretation. Additional sessions will become available on
demand on YouTube after the conference. The conference agenda and livestream links are
available on https://zerocon26.zeroproject.org

About the Essl Foundation

The Essl Foundation MGE gemeinntitzige Privatstiftung is an Austrian Foundation established in
2007 by Martin and Gerda Essl, and their children, for social purposes and scientific research. Its
mission is to support social innovation, social entrepreneurship and persons with disabilities.

About the Zero Project

The Zero Project's mission is working for a world with zero barriers. Worldwide, the Zero Project
finds and shares solutions that improve the daily lives and legal rights of all persons with
disabilities, as intended and encouraged by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

Contact:

Judith Hermetter
Global Head of Communications
Email: press@zeroproject.org



mailto:press@zeroproject.org

	Zero Project Conference 2026 highlights innovations for Accessibility, ICT, and Crisis Response
	The Zero Project Conference 2026 brings together experts from every corner of the world to share and implement innovative solutions for disability inclusion.
	Innovation, impact, and scalability
	Global and cross-sectoral collaboration
	Live and accessible broadcast for all
	About the Essl Foundation
	About the Zero Project
	Contact:






Barrierefreiheitsbericht





		Dateiname: 

		2026-02_PressRelease_ZeroProjectConference2026.pdf









		Bericht erstellt von: 

		



		Firma: 

		







[Persönliche und Firmenangaben über das Dialogfeld „Voreinstellungen > Identität“ eingeben.]



Zusammenfassung



Es wurden keine Probleme in diesem Dokument gefunden.





		Manuelle Prüfung erforderlich: 1



		Manuell bestanden: 1



		Manuell nicht bestanden: 0



		Übersprungen: 1



		Bestanden: 29



		Fehlgeschlagen: 0







Detaillierter Bericht





		Dokument





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Berechtigungskennzeichen für Barrierefreiheit		Bestanden		Berechtigungskennzeichen für Barrierefreiheit muss festgelegt werden.



		PDF (nur Bilder)		Bestanden		Dokument ist nicht eine nur aus Bildern bestehende PDF-Datei



		PDF (mit Tags)		Bestanden		Dokument ist PDF (mit Tags)



		Logische Lesereihenfolge 		Manuell bestanden		Dokumentstruktur ist logisch in Lesereihenfolge geordnet



		Hauptsprache		Bestanden		Sprache ist im Text festgelegt



		Titel		Bestanden		Dokumenttitel ist in Titelleiste sichtbar



		Lesezeichen		Bestanden		In umfangreichen Dokumenten sind Lesezeichen vorhanden



		Farbkontrast		Manuelle Prüfung erforderlich		Dokument verfügt über geeigneten Farbkontrast



		Seiteninhalt





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Inhalt mit Tags		Bestanden		Alle Seiteninhalte verfügen über Tags



		Anmerkungen mit Tags		Bestanden		Alle Anmerkungen verfügen über Tags



		Tab-Reihenfolge		Bestanden		Tab-Reihenfolge ist mit der Ordnungsstruktur konsistent



		Zeichenkodierung		Bestanden		Zuverlässige Zeichenkodierung ist vorhanden



		Multimedia mit Tags		Bestanden		Alle Multimediaobjekte verfügen über Tags



		Bildschirmflackern		Bestanden		Seite verursacht kein Bildschirmflackern



		Skripten		Bestanden		Keine unzugänglichen Skripts



		Zeitlich abgestimmte Antworten		Bestanden		Seite erfordert keine zeitlich abgestimmten Antworten



		Navigationslinks		Bestanden		Navigationslinks wiederholen sich nicht



		Formulare





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Formularfelder mit Tags		Bestanden		Alle Formularfelder verfügen über Tags



		Feldbeschreibungen		Bestanden		Alle Formularfelder weisen eine Beschreibung auf



		Alternativtext





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Alternativtext für Abbildungen		Bestanden		Abbildungen erfordern Alternativtext



		Verschachtelter alternativer Text		Bestanden		Alternativer Text, der nicht gelesen wird



		Mit Inhalt verknüpft		Bestanden		Alternativtext muss mit Inhalten verknüpft sein



		Überdeckt Anmerkung		Bestanden		Alternativtext sollte keine Anmerkung überdecken



		Alternativtext für andere Elemente		Bestanden		Andere Elemente, die Alternativtext erfordern



		Tabellen





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Zeilen		Bestanden		„TR“ muss ein untergeordnetes Element von „Table“, „THead“, „TBody“ oder „TFoot“ sein



		„TH“ und „TD“		Bestanden		„TH“ und „TD“ müssen untergeordnete Elemente von „TR“ sein



		Überschriften		Bestanden		Tabellen sollten Überschriften besitzen



		Regelmäßigkeit		Bestanden		Tabellen müssen dieselbe Anzahl von Spalten in jeder Zeile und von Zeilen in jeder Spalte aufweisen



		Zusammenfassung		Übersprungen		Tabellen müssen Zusammenfassung haben



		Listen





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Listenelemente		Bestanden		„LI“ muss ein untergeordnetes Element von „L“ sein



		„Lbl“ und „LBody“		Bestanden		„Lbl“ und „LBody“ müssen untergeordnete Elemente von „LI“ sein



		Überschriften





		Regelname		Status		Beschreibung



		Geeignete Verschachtelung		Bestanden		Geeignete Verschachtelung










Zurück zum Anfang

