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The Zero Project announces its Awardees of 2026

Vienna, Austria, December 3, 2025: The Zero Project has announced the Zero Project Awardees
of 2026, centred around Accessibility, ICT, and Crisis Response. 75 innovative solutions from 51
countries will receive a Zero Project Award at the Zero Project Conference 2025 in Vienna,
Austria. In addition, seven inclusive arts initiatives will form the first cohort of designated Zero
Project Arts Awardees.

Research topics: Accessibility, ICT, and Crisis Response

The Zero Project is committed to supporting the implementation of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), by researching, identifying,
communicating, and supporting innovative solutions globally and across all sectors of
society. This year’s research cycle was dedicated to the themes of Accessibility,
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT), and Crisis Response.

In alignment with Article 9 of the CRPD, Accessibility is the precondition for persons with
disabilities to live independently, participate fully and equally in society, and have
unrestricted enjoyment of all their human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal
basis with others. In particular, Article 9 addresses products and services, the built
environment, infrastructure, and Information and Communication Technology (IC).

ICT has become very important for persons with disabilities. It is therefore addressed in
each annual research cycle, identifying innovative solutions across a wide spectrum,
such as Orientation Systems, Artificial Intelligence, and Computer Steering Technologies.

Crisis Response was addressed in the Zero Project’s research for the first time as a
distinct topic, reflecting current global developments and its significance for disability
inclusion — a point emphasized by numerous experts from the Zero Project Network in
recent years. The topic relates to a set of humanitarian actions taken to support those
affected by disaster or conflict. The CRPD embeds crisis response through several key
articles and principles, specifically Article 11, ensuring that the rights and needs of
persons with disabilities are protected before, during, and after crises.

The 75 Zero Project Awardees of 2026

From wheelchair innovations to improving access to healthcare services, and from
avatars facilitating communication access to innovative public-sector policies; from
women-centred crisis-response efforts to accessibility standards, and from haptics for
independent navigation to inclusive parks and public spaces — the 2026 Awardees offer a
wide variety of scalable solutions to remove barriers for persons with disabilities.

Find the full list of Awardees on zeroproject.org/awards-2026.

Global representation and emerging trends
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The 75 Awardees come from 51 different countries and from six continents, with Europe
(26 Awardees), Asia & Pacific (21), North America (9), Africa (8), Latin America &
Caribbean (9), and Australia & Oceania (2).

The countries with the highest numbers of Awardees are the United States of America
(8); Spain (4); and India, Peru, Tanzania and the United Kingdom (3 each).

All awarded solutions are scalable, with many already operational in several countries.
Global representation spans all sectors, ranging from user-led and local cooperatives to
a strong presence of multinational companies. Al-driven approaches are also gaining
momentum, now embedded in several solutions. Notably, Vanuatu is represented for the
first time this year, further broadening the geographical diversity of the Awardees.

Seven Zero Project Arts Awardees

In alignment with the growing momentum of the Zero Project Inclusive Arts initiative, a
parallel selection process was launched to identify a designated cohort of Zero Project
Arts Awardees. This process drew from the pool of nominations related to accessibility
for and in the arts.

The specialized selection process included a peer-review round conducted by members
of the cross-sectoral Zero Project Inclusive Arts Community. From 48 inclusive arts
nominations, 13 innovations were shortlisted and further evaluated by a designated
International Arts Experts Panel.

Seven initiatives — ranging from an accessible museum to inclusive circus performances
and multisensory festivals to name a few - successfully demonstrated their innovation,
impact, and scalability, and will be recognized as Zero Project Arts Awardees at the Zero
Project Conference 2026.

Zero Project research and selection process

The Zero Project’s research and selection processes are guided by three main criteria:
innovation, impact, and scalability. With its vast global and cross-sectoral network, the
Zero Project organizes an extensive multi-step nomination, evaluation, and selection
process, which culminates in the announcement of the annual Awardees.

This year 586 nominations from 93 countries had been submitted for the Zero Project
Awards. The selection process amounted to more than 350 hours of review, and the
involvement of more than 400 experts with and without disabilities from around the
world.

The Awardees receive the opportunity to showcase their innovative work at the Zero
Project Conference 2026 and receive dedicated space in the annual Zero Project Report
that will be shared online and in print with disability inclusion experts globally. In
collaboration with partner organizations, the Zero Project operates initiatives and
regionalised activities to enhance the Awardees’ impact, such as the Zero Project Scaling
Solutions Programme, the Zero Project Technology Forum, and the Zero Project Inclusive
Arts Community.
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Zero Project Conference 2026

Following the announcement of the Zero Project Awardees on the International Day of
Persons with Disability, the Zero Project will present and promote them during the
invitation-only Zero Project Conference 2026 - #ZeroCon26 - at the United Nations
Office at Vienna from February 18-20, 2026. For more information about #ZeroCon26,
please visit: zerocon26.zeroproject.org. More than 1,000 participants from around 100
countries are expected to attend the conference in person, with many more joining online
for livestreamed sessions, and on-demand content.

About the Essl Foundation

The Essl Foundation MGE gemeinntitzige Privatstiftung is an Austrian Foundation established in
2007 by Martin and Gerda Essl, and their children, for social purposes and scientific research. Its
mission is to support social innovation, social entrepreneurship and persons with disabilities.

About the Zero Project

The Zero Project's mission is working for a world with zero barriers. Worldwide, the Zero Project
finds and shares solutions that improve the daily lives and legal rights of all persons with
disabilities, as intended and encouraged by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities.

Contact:

Judith Hermetter
Global Head of Communications
Email: press@zeroproject.org
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